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Otter Creek 

Watershed Description  

This bacteria TMDL summary applies to a 4.8-mile reach of Otter 

Creek, a 92-mile long stream located southeast of Lake Champlain 

(Figure 1). Otter Creek is Vermontôs longest stream draining 

almost half of Rutland County and nearly all of Addison County, 

before flowing into Lake Champlain in the Town of Ferrisburg 

(ACRWC, 2009). The creekôs headwaters originate to the south in 

the towns of Mount Tabor, Peru, and Dorset in the heart of the 

Green Mountain National Forest. Otter Creekôs bacteria-impaired 

segment begins at the confluence with the Middlebury River, 

which is also impaired for bacteria. The impaired reach flows 4.8 

miles downstream to Pulp Mill Bridge on the Middlebury-

Weybridge town line. The watershed for the impaired segment 

(Figure 1) covers 630 square miles, covering half of Rutland 

county and the southern portion of Addison County. Overall, land 

use in the impaired watershed is 74% forested, 15% agricultural, 

3% developed, and 8% wetland, as shown in Figure 2 (based on 

2006 Land Cover Analysis by NOAA-CSC).  

Otter Creek is an important natural feature within Rutland and 

Addison County. The soils along the creekôs bank and within its 

floodplains are ideal for agriculture. Along its course the creek 

flows through the largest and most biologically diverse swamp 

complex in New England (Nature, 2011). There are multiple 

conservation and wildlife management areas along the creek. 

Cornwall Swamp, which resides within the watershed of the 

impaired segment, was designated a National Natural Landmark by 

the U.S. National Park Service in 1974 (VTF&W). Figure 3 

provides a more detailed aerial view of Otter Creek in the downstream reaches with sampling stations 

indicated. The impaired segment of Otter Creek begins upstream of sampling station OTR22 (Figure 3). 

The sampling stations utilize river miles, distances upstream of the mouth of the river, in their title. For 

example ñOTR22ò is situated 22 miles from the mouth of Otter Creek.  

 

Waterbody Facts 
(VT03-01) 

ü Town : Middlebury 

ü Impaired Segment 
Location:  mouth of 
Middlebury River to 
Pulp Mill Bridge 

ü Impaired Segment 
Length:  4.8 miles 

ü Classification:  Class B 

ü Impaired Segment 
Watershed Area:  630 
square miles 

ü Planning Basin: 3-Otter 
Creek 
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Figure 1: Map of Otter Creek watershed with impaired segment and sampling stations indicated.  
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Figure 2: Map of Otter Creek watershed with impaired segment and land cover indicated.  
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Figure 3: Map of downstream reaches of Otter Creek with impaired segment  and sampling locations 
indicated.  Inset areas correspond to Figures 4 and 5 below. 

 


